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Last week, Enrique Bolanos Geyer stepped down as president of the Superior Council of Private
Enterprise (COSEP), the most outspoken entity within the Nicaraguan Democratic Coordinator
coalition. Bolanos headed COSEP for the past five years. The organization is comprised of business
owners, merchants, farmers, ranchers and white- collar professionals. Bolano's successor is Gilberto
Cuadra, 54, a US-educated engineer. At an assembly in Managua on Sept. 8 attended by several
hundred businessperons, both men delivered stirring speeches denouncing the government. Bolano
said, "We believe that man has the right to make efforts to sustain his life and that of his family, and
that he has the right to the fruit of his own effort, which is the right to property...We believe in the
rights of individuals as individuals, and that man created government precisely to protect the rights
of each individual." He then described the Nicaraguan government as filled with the same sort of
people who served the deposed Somoza family dictatorship. Some opposition leaders whose parties
do not belong to the Coordinator say business groups should not play such a direct role in politics.
According to Mauricio Diaz of the Popular Social Christian Party, "COSEP has too much influence
in the decisions of the political parties it is allied with. COSEP likes to say that it and its allies are the
only true opposition in this country, but that is not the case." New COSEP president Cuadra told
the assembly that he has "guarded optimism" for victory in the "battle against totalitarianism" in
Nicaragua. He criticized those who accepted "cowardly complicity and short-term accommodation
"with the Sandinistas. "We have pushed back and are continuing to push back a totalitarian system
of absurdly centralized economic planning, alien to Nicaraguan nature, which a dogmatic minority
group has sought to impose upon us, ignoring the will of the people and the socio-economic
advances of humanity," Cuadra said. "For ideological reasons, the commandantes have taken a path
that is contrary to our people's need for development and well-being." (Basic data from New York
Times, 09/11/88)
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